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SOUTH  KE STEVEN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

and 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  for  the  Year  1956. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  South  Ke steven  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  for  the  year  1956. 


SECTION  A.  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

Area  in  Acres  . .  .  c  . . 

Population  (Registrar  General* s  Figures  1956) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

Rateable  Value  . 

Sam  represented  by  a  Id.  rate  (Estimated) 

Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1956. 

Note:  Birth  and  Death  Rates. 

As  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  in 
different  areas  materially  affects  both  the  Birth  and  Death 
Rates  of  these  areas, ^ comparability  factors  allowing  for  this 
are  issued  by  the  Registrar  General  for  each  Local  Government 
m  .  ^  ™yese  factors  may  be  used  for  calculating  what  are 

termed  in  this  report  as  -Nett"  rates  and  fairer  comparisons 
are  obtained  if  the  latter  are  used  when  comparing  rates  with 
those  of  any  other  area  (when  these  have  been  similarly 


£351 


95,061 
15,180 
4,695 
£91,410 
4s.  Od. 
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adjusted)  or  with  the  rates  for  the  Country  as  a  whole. 

These  factors  for  Births  and  Deaths  in  respect  of  South 
Kesteven  are  1.05  and  0.98  respectively.  The  corresponding 
figures  when  multiplied  by  the  Crude  Bate  (that  is  for  Births 
or  Deaths  as  the  case  may  be)  will  give  the  Nett  Rate. 


M. 

F. 

TOTAL 

Total  Live  Births 

119 

115 

234 

Legitimate 

109 

112 

221 

Illegitimate 

•  « 

• .  . . 

10 

3 

13 

Crude  Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  -  15.42 
Nett  Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  -  16.19 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  -  15.70 


Still  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


M.  F.  TOTAL 

2  2  4 

2  2  4 


Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Live  and  Still  Births 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales 


16.81 

23.00 


Deaths 


M.  F.  TOTAL 
76  65  141 


Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  -  9.29 

Nett  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population  -  9.10 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  -  11.70 
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Infantile  Mortality 


M.  F*  TOTAL 

Number  of  Deaths  •  •  . .  .  *  .  •  7  5  12 

Legitimate  .  . .  7  5  12 

Illegitimate  . .  -  -  — 


Of  these,  seven  deaths  occurred  in  the  neo-natal  period 
(i.e.  under  four  weeks  of  age). 

Hate  per  1,000  of  Live  Births  ..  , .  ..  ..  51*28 

Hate  for  England  and  Wales  .  ..  23*80 

(Lowest  ever 
recorded) 

There  was  no  case  of  a  Maternal  Death. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


M. 

F. 

TOTAL 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

.  • 

1 

1 

2 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

•  • 

_ 

_ 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

•  o 

— 

1 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

•  • 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

•  • 

— 

_ 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

mm 

8. 

Measles  • •  . . 

9  9 

— 

_ 

mm 

9. 

Other  infective  &  parasitic 

diseases 

— 

1 

1 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

•  ♦ 

3 

3 

6 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

6 

— 

6 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

•  9 

— 

3 

3 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

•  . 

— 

3 

3 

5 


14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  •  •  •  • 

16*  Diabetes  •  •  .. 

17*  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

19.  Hyper-tension  with  heart  disease 

20.  Other  heart  disease  . 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

22.  Influenza  ..  .. 

23 .  Pneumonia 

24.  Bronchitis  ••  . .  . 

25.  Other  disease  of  respiratory  system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29 .  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31 .  Congenital  malformations 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 
34*  All  other  accidents 

35.  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


7  _  3  10 

1-1 

10  8  18 

10  2  12 

4  4 

14  16  30 

13  4 

2  13 

14  5 
1-1 
1-1 
1-1 
1-1 
4-4 

13  4 

10  6  16 

-  2  2 

112 


Totals  76  65  143 


The  Birth  Rate  at  16.19  per  1,000  estimated  population  is 
fractionally  better  than  the  comparable  figure  for  England  and 
Males  at  15.70.  The  Death  Rate  is  favourable  at  9.10  per 
1,000  of  estimated  population  compared  with  the  National  figure 
of  11.70. 

The  natural  increase,  (excess  of  Live  Births  over  Deaths) 
was  93. 


Diseases  of  the  Cardio- Vascular*  system  register  as  the 
principal  cause  of  death  accounting  for  68  out  of  the  total  of 
141.  These  were  followed  as  usual  by  Malignant  growths  which 
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were  responsible  for  28*  Six  male  deaths  were  due  bo 
Bronchial  Carcinoma  which  for  the  past  two  years  has  been  the 
commonest  site  for  malignancy.  Is  the  answer  to  this  problem 
education  in  the  dangers  of  atmospheric  pollution  in  general 
and  tobacco  in  particular  ? 

The  Still  Birth  Rate  at  16.81  per  1,000  Live  and  Still 
Births  was  an  improvement  on  the  rate  for  the  remainder  of  the 
Country  at  23*0. 

Unfortunately  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  was  more  than 
double  the  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  at  51*28  compared  with 
23.80  (The  lowest  figure  ever  recorded).  While  wide 
fluctuations  in  Pates  must  be  expected  when  the  total  numbers 
under  consideration  are  comparatively  small,  yet  this  figure  of 
51.28  leaves  little  room  for  complacency. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  H3RLTU  SERVICES 

OF  THE  REEL 


Nursing  in  the  Home. 

Under  the  County  Council  Scheme  there  are  eight  District 
Nurse  Midwives  in  the  area  -  at  Greatford,  Market  Deeping, 
Deeping  St.  James,  ¥itham-on-the-Hill,  lippingale,  Billing- 
borough,  Cols ter worth  covering  Castle  Bytham  and  Corby  Glen. 
Additionally  there  are  two  in  Bourne  and  two  in  Stamford. 

Thai"  give  an  excellent  service  to  the  community.  They  also 
act  as  Health  Visitors  and  there  is  also  one  full-time  Health 
Visitor  working  in  the  area. 

Home  Helps. 

Those  are  provided  in  the  South  Kesteven  area  from  Centres 
at  the  North  Street  Clinic,  Bourne,  the  Barn  Hill  Clinic  at 
Stanford  and  from  Sleaford  for  the  Horbling,  Billingborough  and 
Folkingham  areas. 
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This  service  is  of  great  value  to  the  newly  confined  and  a 
blessing  to  the  aged. 

The  introduction  of  a  Night  Sitter-up  Service  should  also 
meet  another  very  human  need. 

Hospital  Services. 

These  are  provided  by  the  Hast  Anglian  Hospital  Board  for 
the  southern  part  of  the  area  and  the  Sheffield  Regional 
Hospital  Board  serves  the  northern  zone  based  on  Grantham. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres  are  provided  by  the  County  Council 
at  Morton,  Castle  Bytham,  Billingborough,  Folkingham,  Corby 
Glen  and  Market  Deeping  in  addition  to  those  at  Bourne  and 
Stamford  which  serve  the  surrounding  areas. 

Free  Diphtheria  Immunisation  is  provided  by  the  Medical 
Practitioners  under  the  County  Council  Scheme  and  also  at  the 
Bourne  and  Stamford  Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Bacteriological  investigations  are  provided  by  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  at  Peterborough  under  Dr.  D.H.  Fulton. 

This  valuable  service  includes  examination  of  milk  and 
water  samples  and  general  bacteriological  examinations  for  both 
the  Medical  Practitioners  and  the  Public  Health  Department. 

The  Ambulance  Service. 

Three  Ambulances  and  one  Utilicar  are  based  on  the  Bourne 
Depot. 

The  Service  continues  to  meet  and  shoulder  the  burden 
imposed  by  a  wide  coverage  and  the  distance  between  treatment 
centres  in  an  efficient  manner. 


SECTION  C.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA, 


What  a  boon  it  is,  particularly  in  winter,  to  the  rural 
housewife  to  be  able  to  turn  on  the  tap  over  a  sink  in  her  own 
kitchen  and  get  her  water,  instead  of  having  to  brave  the 
elements  on  a  hazardous  journey  to  an  inconvenient  standpipe* 

It  is  potentially  available  to  92$  of  the  community* 

In  1956,  62  fresh  applications  for  connections  were  made 
and  of  these  58  were  completed.  The  average  daily  consumption 
of  water  in  December,  1956  was  372,000  gallons  as  compared  with 
391,000  gallons  in  December,  1955.  An  average  per  capita 
consumption  of  25*4  gallons  per  day. 

The  great  new  Deeping-Baston-Langtoft  Sewage  Disposal 
Scheme  was  nearing  completion  towards  the  end  of  the  year  and 
it  is  a  major  engineering  feat  in  view  of  the  high  water  table, 
the  depth  at  which  the  trunk  sewers  are  laid  a n5  the  avoidance 
of  other  utilities.  It  was  inevitable  that  temporary 
inconveniences  should  arise  for  those  living  in  the  area,  and  it 
speaks  volumes  for  their  sense  of  proportion  that  the  vast 
majority  accepted  these  without  demur  in  the  realisation  of  the 
benefits  to  come. 

It  is  a  remarkable  achievement  that  the  Council  should 
have  three  such  modern  post-war  Schemes  as  the  Billingborough 
one,  the  Corby  one  and  the  Deeping  one.  The  capital  sunk  in 
or^on  the  ground  is  well  over  half  a  million  pounds.  When 
this  is  considered  isnft  it  paradoxical  that  at  Corby  the 
modern  Scheme  should  be  only  working  at  half  cock,  due  to  the 
slow  rate  of  connection  from  the  old  system  to  the  new.  This 
impasse  could  be  resolved  if  Ministerial  consent  to  the 
borrowing  of  some  £5,000  were  forthcoming  as  then  the  Council  * 
could  carry  out  the  necessary  reconnections  themselves.  Mean¬ 
time  we  must  maintain  two  sewage  systems  and  a  nightsoil 
collection  service.  Furthermore  the  old  sewage  system 
discharges  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  a  potential  danger  to  the 
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water  bearing  strata  of  the  Lincolnshire  Limestone. 

Is  this  Economics  or  even  sense  ? 

Water  samples  show  that  the  Councils  supplies  are  of 
excellent  quality.  They  are  hard  as  one  would  expect  from 
their  sources. 


Total  Hardness  - 


Lound  Supply 
Uffington 
Tallington  i.e. 

South  Supply 
Billingbo rough 


36.5  parts  per 
36.5  parts  per 


37.0  parts  per 
36.0  parts  per 
The  exception  is  Deeping  St.  James  which  is  only  13*0 

per 


100,000 

100,000 

100,000 

100,000 

parts 

100,000 


Deeping  St.  James  continues  to  be  supplied  as  it  has  been 
for  the  past  eighteen  years  with  a  water  containing  2  parts  per 
million  of  Fluorine.  The  benefits  of  this  on  teeth  are  plain 
to  be  seen  and  are  unquestionable. 


From  time  to  time  the  antagonists  of  artificial 
fluoridation  speak  of  its  possible  ill  effects  on  the  consumer. 
Here  in  Deeping  St.  James  is  a  largely  static  community  who 
have  been  inbibing  this  water  -  and  presumably  tea  also  -  for 
these  eighteen  years. 


A  careful  scrutiny  of  the  causes  of  death  over  the  past 
three  years  shows  no  deviation  from  the  pattern  for  the  rest  of 
the  area.  In  1955  the  corrected  death  rate  for  the  parish 
was  10.5  against  9.93  for  South  Kesteven  and  11.70  for  England 
and  Wales.  After  allowing  for  transferable  deaths  the  total 
deaths  were  nineteen  and  of  these  one  was  a  baby  who  only  lived 
an  hour.  Of  the  remaining  eighteen  -  sixteen  were  over  70 
years  of  age  and  two  were  in  their  eightieth  year  or  more. 

Longevity  is  a  feature  of  the  parish  with  more  than  a  fair 
share  of  septua-  and  octogenarians.  If  the  rest  of  the 
Count ry  were  as  energetic  as  one  of  those  in  the  latter 
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category  who  still  works  regularly  we  should  soon  be  at  the  end 
of  our  economic  troubles* 

The  Voluntary  Laundry  at  Beeping  St.  James  continues  to 
provide  a  wonderful  service  to  the  elderly  sick*  the  incontinent 
and  those  in  need  in  that  neighbourhood.  It  has  more  than 
fulfilled  the  high  hopes  with  which  it  was  launched.  While 
the  general  standard  of  cleanliness  in  the  area  bears  testimony 
to  good  housewifery  two  instances  of  flea  infested  houses  had 
to  be  dealt  with  and  in  one  of  these  it  was  deemed  necessary  to 
apply  for  a  Cleansing  Order. 

The  site  of  a  proposed  new  burial  ground  at  Billingborough 
was  inspected  and  considered  suitable  on  all  Public  Health 
counts. 

Of  the  newer  legislation,  the  Agriculture  (Safety,  Health 
and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956  is  bound  to  have  a  salutary 
effect  in  improving  the  basic  hygienic  standards  and  facilities 
for  that  great  National  Asset  -  the  Agricultural  Worker. 

A  fortnightly  Refuse  Collection  and  Nightsoil  Collection 
Service  operates  throughout  the  District. 

The  introduction  of  litter  bins  in  the  Deeping  area  has 
reduced  the  litter  nuisance  to  a  very  considerable  degree. 


SECTION  D.  HOUSING. 

Number  of  Council  houses  as  at  the  31st  December,  1956  -  1,089 

Number  of  Council  houses  built  during  the  year  ended 

the  31st  December,  1956  -  40 

Number  of  Council  houses  under  construction  as  at 

the  31st  December,  1956  -  20 
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Number  of  Private  Houses  built  during  the  year  ended 

the  31st  December,  1956 

Number  of  Private  Houses  under  construction  as  at 

the  31st  December,  1956  -  24 

Number  of  Improvement  Grants  made  -  27 


During  the  year  steady  progress  has  been  made  with  the 
Slum  Clearance  programme.  40  houses  out  of  the  153  placed  in 
the  programme  for  the  first  five  years  have  been  dealt  with  and 
the  attack  continues. 

There  still  remains  the  problem  of  the  506  houses,  which 
while  unfit  were  placed  in  the  higher  B.  and  C*  sub-divisions 
of  Category  5  and  are  therefore  outside  the  first  five  year 
Scheme . 

These  properties  will  need  to  be  kept  under  routine 
review  as  their  condition,  like  other  human  affairs,  will  not 
remain  static  and  will  tend  to  deteriorate  from  year  to  year. 
Only  if  they  can  qualify  for  Improvement  Grants,  or  the  owners 
can  afford  to  spend  money  on  them  voluntarily  as  the  Kent  Act 
hopes  or  recourse  is  had  to  compulsory  repairs  as  provided  for 
in  the  Housing  Acts  can  these  houses  be  saved.  Inertia  will 
certainly  spell  their  final  ruin. 

The  need  for  small  compact  Housing  Units  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  old  remains  as  urgent  as  ever  and  it  is 
most  encouraging  that  twelve  bungalows  for  old  persons  were 
built,  and  a  further  ten  were  under  construction,  during  the 
year. 


A  joint  Scheme  between  the  County  Council  and  this 
Council  to  build  nineteen  bungalows  and  a  Warden* s  house  in  the 
Deeping  St.  James  area  was  under  discussion  and  what  an 
enlightened  policy  this  is  end  one  which  in  its  fruition  will 
be  blessed  by  a  needy  and  under  privileged  section  of  the 
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community . 


The  letting  of  Council  properties  is  done  by  a  Tenants 
Committee  with  the  co-option  of  the  appropriate  Parish 
Representatives*  which  gives  a  strong  Parochial  flavour* 

Residential  Caravans  must  remain  with  us  as  a  feature  of 
the  countryside  at  least  until  the  housing  situation  improves* 
They  are  far  from  ideal  as  accommodation  units  and  are  un¬ 
suitable  for  the  bringing  up  of  children* 

Vv 

When  will  the  cool  breath  of  sanity  and  lucidity  be  applied 
to  caravan  and  caravan  site  legislation*  which  at  the  moment  is 
complex  and  impracticable  in  its  workings  ?  Surely  there  is  a 
crying  need  for  an  integration  between  the  provisions  of  the 
1936  Public  Health  Act  and  those  of  Planning  Law  as  they  do  not 
even  correspond  on  ” exemption  periods1*  for  licensing*  Control 
of  caravans  is  necessary  for  obvious  reasons  and  how  frustrating 
it  can  be  in  its  practical  application.  Overcrowding  is  an 
offence  but  what  standard  is  applicable  to  a  caravan  ? 

The  Council  gives  assistance  in  re- housing  those  in  need 
on  health  grounds*  A  very  careful  medico— social  case  history 
is  obtained  in  each  case  before  a  recommendation  is  made*  In 
the  case  of  a  very  large  family  where  overcrowding  has  been 
caused  by  natural  increase  re-housing  is  difficult  as  no  four 
bedroomed  houses  are  being  built  or  have  been  built  for  years 
past* 


Ho  new  Clearance  Area  has  been  declared  during  the  year  and 
the  last  two  persons  residing  on  the  Castle  Hill  Clearance  Area 
have  been  found  other  accommodation  so  that  demolition  can 
proceed. 


SECTION  E*  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

T~e  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations*  1955  became  operative  this 
year  and  require  all  who  process*  handle  or  expose  foodstuffs 
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for  sale  to  adopt  standards  which  ought  to  reduce  to  a  narked 
degree  the  incidence  of  contamination  and  its  sequelae  -  Food 
Poisoning  and  Dysentery.  One  of  the  tasks  confronting  us  is 
the  detailed  inspection  of  all  food  premises  in  the  area  to  see 
that  the  standards  are  being  complied  with  in  all  instances  and 
to  offer  friendly  advice  wherever  it  is  required.  Legislation 
alone  is  not  sufficient.  Education  both  of  the  food  handler 
and  the  customer  is  an  essential  corollary.  This  is  another 
but  very  important  duty  for  the  hardworked  Health  Inspector. 

The  supervision  of  milk  remains  in  the  hands  of  three 
different  bodies. 

Bread  does  not  always  receive  the  courtesy  it  deserves, 
particularly  when  it  has  to  be  conveyed  to  and  delivered  in 
outlying  areas. 

Intervention  on  behalf  of  more  hygienic  handling  in  one 
case  resulted  in  a  wrapped  loaf1  being  substituted  for  an  un¬ 
wrapped  on  the  round. 


100%  Meat  Inspection  has  been  faithfully  maintained  at  the 
four  Slaughterhouses  in  the  area.  There  were  indications 
towards  the  end  of  the  year  that  the  number  of  these  premises 
might  be  increased  -  this  is  a  development  which  I  view  with 
mixed  feelings  as  a  moderate  concentration  of  Slaughterhouse 
facilities  makes  for  easier  supervision  and  is  less  costly  as 
well . 


Byelaws  for  Slaughterhouses  were  drawn  up  and  received  the 
Ministers  approval.  Several  additional  items  were  added  to 
the  Model  including  the  regulation  of  the  collection  of  blood 
where  this  is  undertaken  and  compulsory  staining  of  condemned 
meat. 


Ice  cream  and  ice  lollies  were  kept  under  supervision  as 
also  were  the  water  supplies  to  the  watercress  undertakings 
which  are  of  considerable  dimensions  and  economic  importance  in 
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this  Rural  District * 


Also  within  the  area  is  a  large  blackcurrant  growing 
concern.  This  involves  the  influx  of  some  200  -  250  people 
during  the  picking  time,  arriving  in  as  wide  a  variety  of 
mobile  vans  as  it  is  possible  to  imagine  -  some  good,  some  bad, 
some - • 


This  seasonal  immigration  raises  considerable  Public 
Health  problems  from  the  sanitation  point  of  view  on  the  one 
hand  and  from  the  maintenance  of  the  hygienic  integrity  of  the 
product  on  the  other.  Close  co-operation  has  been  achieved 
between  the  growers  and  the  Health  Department  to  the  mutual 
benefit  of  all  it  is  to  be  hoped. 

The  Local  Food  &  Drugs  Authority  (The  County  Council)  took 
49  samples  under  the  provisions  of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1955 
within  the  area  during  the  year.  Of  these  32  were  milk  and 
milk  products.  In  no  instance  was  it  necessary  to  institute 
legal  proceedings  in  respect  of  any  infringement. 


SECTION  F.  THE  PREVENTION  AND  CONTROL  OF 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

90  cases  of  notifiable  disease  were  recorded  during  the 
year  compared  with  403  in  1955  and  166  in  1954.  These 
figures  exclude  Tuberculosis  which  appear  separately. 

This  marked  decrease  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  area  was 
free  from  epidemics  of  measles  and  whooping  cough. 

There  was  no  case  of  Diphtheria  for  the  ninth  successive 
year.  This  immunity  means  that  the  nightmare  of  this  disease 
is  fading  out  of  the  ken  of  the  young  mothers.  Yet  it  could 
return  with  all  its  pristine  virulence  and  invasiveness  unless 
the  level  of  immunity  be  kept  up  by  having  all  children 
immunised,  preferably  before  their  first  birthday.  There  is 
xar  more  popular  demand  for  immunisation  against  whooping  cough 

15 


which  is  common.  Therefore  I  feel  there  is  a  strong  case  for 
the  use  of  a  combined  agent  giving  protection  against  diphtheria 
and  whooping  cough  and  to  this  could  be  added  tetanus 
particularly  as  this  is  a  rural  community  where  the  potential 
risk  of  the  latter  is  higher  than  in  an  urban  one. 

Vaccination  against  smallpox  is  little  sought  after  except 
to  fulfill  the  requirements  of  foreign  travel. 

The  year  was  notable  for  the  fact  that  it  marked  the  birth 
of  anti  Poliomyelitis  immunisation.  It  was  not  a  very  lusty 
infant  as  so  little  of  the  vaccine  was  available,  but  the 
interest  and  demand  for  it  was  a  large  one. 


There  were  two  cases  of  ae&te  interior  Poliomyelitis  during 
the  year.  One  was  of  the  paralytic  variety  and  one  non¬ 
paralytic. 

Of  the  24  cases  of  Dysentery  (Sonne),  21  occurred  in  an 
outbreak  in  the  Careby-Holywell  area  during  late  June  and  early 
July.  The  organisers  of  a  Fete  public  spiritedly  decided  to 
postpone  it  so  as  to  reduce  the  chances  of  spreading  the  infec¬ 
tion.  During  a  three  and.  a  half  week  period  some  150  sw abs 
were  taken,  all  of  which  had  to  be  collected  and  despatched 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Peterborough. 

When  Dysentery  flares  up,  the  individual  and  the  community 
have  to  pay  dearly  for  any  breaches  in  hygiene  -  personal  and 
culinary.  This  outbreak  and  one  of  Food  Poisoning  underline 
the  necessity  for  the  strictest  adherence  to  the  spirit  and 
letter  of  the  food  handling  practices  outlined  in  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations.  Between  the  two  of  them  they  accounted 
for  a  third  of  the  notified  cases  of  infectious  disease 
occurring  during  the  year. 

There  were  five  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
compared  with  six  in  1955  and  twelve  in  1954*  After  a  period 
of  five  years  freedom  from  mortality  from  this  disease  two 
deaths  were  recorded  this  year.  The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  of 
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the  East  Anglian  Regional  Hospital  Board  visited  Bourne  for  the 
last  fortnight  in  May  and  the  facilities  were  available  to  those 
living  in  the  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  who  wished  to  and  could 
attend.  1,985  persons  were  x-rayed,  980  for  the  first  time. 
How  many  of  these  were  from  the  Rural  District  is  unknown  but 
two  of  the  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  above  referred  to 
were  discovered  in  this  way. 

A  letter  is  sent  to  the  occupier  where  a  case  of  notifiable 
infectious  disease  has  occurred  in  his  household  giving  him  a 
resume  of  his  responsibilities  under  the  1936  Public  Health  Act 
in  preventing  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

A  case  of  Orf  in  a  young  man  occurred  during  the  year  and 
was  of  considerable  clinical  interest.  It  instances  the  risk 
run  by  farmers,  agricultural  workers  and  vetinarians  who  handle 
sheep  infected  with  gingivitis. 


TUBERCULOSIS  HEM  CASBS  AM)  MORTALITY  DURING  1956 


mi  CASES 
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Age  Periods 
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25-35  -  1 

35-45 
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55-65  1 

65  &  over  -  - 

Ag^  un'nown  -  - 


1 


Totals  2  3  12  11 


17 


ANALYSIS  OF  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  UNDER  AGE  GROUPS 
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CANCER  DEATHS 


Stomach 

Lungs 

Breast 

Uterus 

Others 


M.  P. 

3  3 

6 

3 

3 

7  3 


National  Assistance  Act. 

No  action  under  Section  47  of  this  Act  was  found  necessary. 


Health  Education. 

In  a  world  which  continues  to  become  more  and  more  complex 
and  where  rest  and  relaxation  are  difficult  to  find  and  to 
achieve,  the  need  for  education  on  the  principles  of  a  Healthy 
mind  in  a  Healthy  Body  is  as  great  as  ever  before.  On  the 
physical  side  the  Public  has  been  exhorted  by  poster  and  by  word 
of  mouth  through  the  Health  Staff  and  the  various  Clinics  to 
learn  and  practice  hygienic  methods  of  Pood  Handling  and 
preparation.  The  dangers  inherent  in  the  Home  and  on  the 
Roads  have  been  stressed  and  still  the  toll  goes  on  when  one 
reads  the  National  Story.  I  have  had  the  privilege  of 
lecturing  to  the  Rod  Cross,  the  Womens  Rural  Institutes  and  the 
Nurses  and  Midwives  on  these  problems  and  other  topics  of  a 
Health  Educational  Nature . 

Use  has  been  made  throughout  the  year  of  the  Propoganda 
Material  issued  by  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education,  to 
which  this  Council  subscribes. 

In  an  annual  review  of  this  nature  some  particular  point 


19 


must  arise  which  calls  for  special  mention.  For  me  this  is 
the  problem  of  the  Aged,  as  during  the  past  year  I  have  been 
faced  with  an  acute  crisis  on  at  least  seven  occasions  apart 
from  the  problem  which  exists  in  the  community  at  all  times. 

The  pattern  often  is  the  same,  an  elderly  man  or  woman 
living  alone,  who  over  the  years  has  become  more  and  more 
isolated  from  the  remainder  of  their  family  and  in  these  days 
of  t’coulcb^t  care  less”  among  some  of  the  younger  generation, 
they  are  not  prepared  to  accept  liability  for  elderly  relatives 
particularly  with  the  Income  Tax  allowance  for  the  maintenance 
of  a  dependent  relative  so  low  and  unrealistic.  Isolation 
and  failing  physical  resources,  abetted  by  feelings  of 
loneliness  and  frustration  produce  a,  lowering  of  personal 
standards.  The  trouble  involved  in  preparing  proper  meals 
and  arranging  an  adequate  diet  is  too  much  trouble  just  for  one. 
The  inevitable  result  is  a  lowering  of  nutrition  and  a  further 
disinclination  and  inability  to  put  their  house  and  old  age  in 
order.  In  addition  to  these  there  are  others  who  fight 
manfully  on,  waging  a  losing  battle  against  Anno  Domini  and  yet 
too  proud  to  seek  the  assistance  of  those  who  could  give  it. 

The  Home  Help  Service  has  been  of  enormous  social  significance  in 
these  cases.  The  Grouped  uLd  Peoples1  bungalows  with  a  Warden 
would  appear  to  be  the  neon:  perfect  answer  to  this  problem, 
provided  the  elderly  are  introduced  to  the  idea,  before  they 
have  progressed  so  far*  down  the  downward  path  as  to  find  the  way 
back  impossible,  and  provided  they  have  been  made  to  realise 
that  their  going  to  one  of  the  bungalows  in  no  way  implies  a 
diminution  in  their  independence,  of  which  they  are  usually  so 
jealous. 

It  is  one  of  the  biggest  problems  of  the  Age  and  it  must  be 
solved  as  with  the  changed  family  pattern  it  is  with  us  as  far 
ahead  as  can  be  seen. 

Like  most  communities  there  are  a  few  problem  families 
md  their  nuisance  value  and  the  amount  of  work  involved  in 
trying  to  steer  then  out  of  trouble  is  out  of  all  proportion 
to  their  numerical  importance. 
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The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  dead.  Long  live  the  Health 
Inspector.  It  gives  me  deep  satisfaction  that  the  multi¬ 
faceted  aspects  of  the  duties  of  this  key  worker  in  a  modem 
Public  Health  Department  should  be  so  much  more  aptly  conveyed 
in  his  new  designation* 

The  Medico-Social  health  legislation  of  the  past  twenty 
years  touches  practically  every  aspect  of  living  and  to  deal 
with  it  a  fully  trained  and  adequate  staff  is  essential. 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Council  and  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  their  abiding 
interest  and  help  in  all  the  various  facets  of  the  Public  Health 
work. 


I  also  wish  to  thank  my  colleagues  for  their  co-operation 
and  healp  throughout  the  year  and  particularly  to  Mr.  Chivers 
and  the  Members  of  the  Health  Department,  whose  support  is 
unfailing  and  whose  work  as  individuals  and  as  a  team  is  always 
done  in  such  a  cheerful  and  efficient  manner# 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  ELLIS  SMITH. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS  1937  &  1943 


The  Annual  Report  of  the’ Medical  Officer  of  Health 
in  respect  of  the  Year  1956  for  the  Rural  District 
of  South  Ke  steven  in  the  County  of  (Ke steven) 

Lincolnshire 


PART  I  OF  THE  ACT. 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number  of 

Premises 

Number  on 
Register 
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Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(1)  Factories  in 
which  sections 
lj 2,3,4  &  6  are 
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• 
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- 

- 

- 

(2)  Factories 
not  included  in 
(l)  in  which 
faction  7  is 
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local  Authority 

71 

12 

(3)  Othe  r 
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Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 

workers1  premises) 
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- 

- 

- 

Totals 

80 

12 

- 

- 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 
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defects  were  found 
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_ 

23 


PAOT  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
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H.  ELLIS  SMITH 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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SOUTH  KESTEVEN  RUjRAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Public  Health  Department, 
Council  Offices, 

41,  North  Street, 
BOURNE,  Lines, 

June,  1957. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

South  Kesteven  Rural  District  Council, 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  to  you  my  18th  Annual  Report  on  the  work 
carried  out  by  your  Public  Health  Inspectors  during  the  year 
1956, 

1.  STATISTICS 


Total  number  of  inspections  carried  out 
Number  of  sanitary  works  completed 
Number  of  letters  and  notices  despatched 


5337 

119 

2503 


2.  DETAILS  OF  VISITS 


Walter  Supplies  54 
Water  Samples  51 
Drainage  1346 
Drain  Tests  173 
Tents,  Vans  &  Sheds  49 
Factories  9 
Rats  and  Mice  6 
Petroleum  Licences  114 
P,H.A.  Nuisances  105 
Building  Inspections  838 
Infectious  Diseases  249 
Dairies  &  Milkshops  11 
Restaurants  12 
Food  &  Drugs  Act  35 
Bakehouses  3 


Miscellaneous 


Housing  Visits  457 

Slaughterhouses  756 

Butchers1  Vans  1 

Butchers f  Shops  3 

Ice  Cream  Premises  47 

Ice  Cream  Samples  28 

Conservancy  22 

Sewage  Samples  2 

Milk  Samples  1 

Pests  2 

Disinfestation  2 

Sewage  Disposal  4 

Refuse  Disposal  6 

Improvement  Grants  136 

Informal  Notices  36 

Sanitary  Visits  779 
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3 .  INSPECTION  AMD  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES » 


(a)  Milk  - 

Eleven  inspections  were  made  at  dairies  other  than  those 
at  dairy  farms  and  these  were  found  to  be  kept  in  a  satisfactory 
condition.  19  Dealers1  and  Supplementary  Licences  authorising 
the  use  of  the  Special  Designations  "Tuberculin  Tested, " 
"Pasteurised”  and  "Sterilised”  were  issued  or  renewed  during  the 
year.  One  sample  of  milk  taken  for  biological  examination  was 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 


(b)  Ice  Cream  - 

Forty-seven  visits  were  made  to  the  two  premises  in  the 
district  where  ice  cream  is  manufactured  and  to  the  several  shops 
where  ice  cream  is  sold  by  retail. 

Twenty-eight  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  at  periodical 
intervals  from  these  premises,  and  twenty-seven  of  these,  or 
96.43%  of  the  samples  taken,  were  placed  in  Provisional  Grades 
1  and  2,  these  being  satisfactory.  The  remaining  sample  was 
Pi  aced  in  Provisional  Grade  3  which  is  unsatisfactory.  Three 
previous  samples  taken  of  this  ice  cream,  which  was  manufactured 
outside  the  Rural  District,  had  been  placed  in  Provisional  Grade 
1,  thus  indicating  that,  over  a  period,  the  bacteriological 
quality  was  satisfactory,  nevertheless  a  letter  was  sent,  to  the 
manufacturers  concerned  drawing  their  attention  to  the 
unsatisfactory  sample. 

Once  again,  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  record  that  the 
standard  of  ice  cream  sold  in  the  area  is  very  good,  the 
percentage  of  satisfactory  samples  found  being  the  highest 
since  regular  routine  sampling  was  commenced  some  years  ago. 

Details  of  the  twenty-eight  samples  taken  and  of  the 
results  of  the  analyses  thereof  are  as  follows 
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Sample  Identification 
Date  Number  Reference  of 

Manufacturer 


Type  of  Sample  Methylene 

Blue  Test 
Provisional 
Grade 


6.6.56 

1 

M/l  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

2. 

6.6.56 

2 

i/ 2  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1. 

6.6.56 

3 

Dy5  S.K.R.D.C. 

Wrapped  Block 

2* 

6.6.56 

4 

M/6  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1. 

6,6.56 

5 

fl/lO  S.K.R.D.C. 

Loose  Ice  Cream 

2. 

6.6*56 

6 

M/l5  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1. 

15.3.56 

7 

l/l  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

2. 

15.8.56 

8 

i/2  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

2* 

15.8.56 

9 

1/5  S.K.R.D.C. 

Wrapped  Block 

2* 

15.8.56 

10 

i/6  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

2. 

15.8.56 

11 

lyio  S.K.R.D.C. 

Loose  Ice  Cream 

1. 

15.8.56 

12 

M/15  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1. 

15.8.56 

13 

M/l9  Outside  /urea 

Wrapped  Block 

1. 

29.3.56 

14 

M/2  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1. 

29.8.56 

15 

N/5  S-.K.R.D.C. 

Wrapped  Block 

1. 

29.8.56 

16 

i/6  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1. 

29.8.56 

17 

M/8  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1. 

29.8.56 

18 

M/lO  S.K.R.D.C. 

Wrapped  Block 

1. 

29.8.56 

19 

M/l5  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1. 

29.8.56 

20 

i/19  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1. 

10.10.56 

21 

M/l  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1. 

10.10.56 

22 

M/2  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1. 

10.10.56 

23 

IV5  S.K.R.D.C. 

Wrapped  Block 

2* 

10.10.56 

24 

m/6  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1. 

10.10.56 

25 

M/8  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

2* 

10.10.56 

26 

I-'l/lO  S.K.R.D.C. 

Wrapped  Block 

2. 

10.10.56 

27 

i/15  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

3. 

10.10.56 

28 

i/l9  Outside  Area 

Wrapped  Block 

1. 

In  addition  to  the  toenty-eight  samples  of  ice  cream, 
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twenty-eight  samples  of  iced  fruit  and  milk  lollipops  were  also 
taken,  all  of  which,  it  is  gratifying  once  again  to  record,  x^ere 
placed  in  Provisional  Grade  1. 

Details  of  the  twenty-eight  samples  of  iced  fruit  and  milk 
lollipops  and  of  the  results  of  the  analyses  thereof  are  as 
follows s- 


Date  Sample  Identification  Type  of  Sample  Methylene 
Number  Reference  of  Blue  Test 

Manufacturer  Provisional 

Grade 


6.6*56 

1 

vs/i 

Outside 

Area 

Fruit  Lollipop 

i. 

6.6.56 

2 

M/2 

Outside 

Area 

Fruit  Lollipop 

i. 

6.6.56 

3 

M/6 

Outside 

Area 

Fruit  Lollipop 

1. 

6.6.56 

4 

W15 

Outside 

Area 

Fruit  Lollipop 

i. 

15.8.56 

5 

i/l 

Outside 

Area 

Fruit  Lollipop 

i. 

15.8.56 

6 

1/2 

Outside 

Area 

Fruit  Lollipop 

1. 

15.8.56 

7 

i/13 

Outside 

Area 

Fruit  Lollipop 

1. 

15.8.56 

8 

M/13 

Outside 

Area 

Milk  Lollipop 

i. 

15.8.56 

9 

M/l5 

Outside 

Ares. 

Fruit  Lollipop 

1. 

15.8.56 

10 

M/18 

Outside 

Area 

Fruit  Lollipop 

i. 

15.8.56 

11 

K/19 

Outside 

Area 

Milk  Lollipop 

1. 

15.8.56 

12 

1/19 

Outside 

Area 

Fruit  Lollipop 

1. 

29.8.56 

13 

M/1 

Outside 

A: rea 

Fruit  Lollipop 

1. 

29.8.56 

14 

i/2 

Outside 

Area 

Fruit  Lollipop 

1. 

29.8.56 

15 

¥i/G 

Outside 

Area 

Fruit  Lollipop 

i. 

29.8.56 

16 

M/8 

Outside 

Area 

Milk  Lollipop 

1. 

29.8.56 

17 

1/10 

S.Ii.R.D 

*C. 

Fruit  Lollipop 

1. 

29.8.56 

18 

i/I  5 

Outside 

Area 

Fruit  Lollipop 

1. 

29.8.56 

19 

K/19 

Outside 

Area 

Fruit  Lollipop 

i. 

29.8.56 

20 

M/19 

Outside 

ijrea 

Milk  Lollipop 

i. 

10.10.56 

21 

i/l 

Outside 

i/re  a 

Fruit  Lollipop 

1. 

10.10.56 

22 

1-/2 

Outside 

Area 

Fruit  Lollipop 

1. 

10.10.56 

23 

M/5 

S.K.R.D, 

*0. 

Fruit  Lollipop 

1. 

10.10.56 

24 

M/6 

Outside 

i/re  a 

Fruit  Lollipop 

i. 
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10.10.56 

25 

M/8  Outside  Area 

Fruit  Lollipop 

i. 

10.10.56 

26 

k/10  Outside  Area 

Fruit  Lollipop 

i. 

10.10.56 

27 

M/l9  Outside  Area 

Milk  Lollipop 

i. 

10.10.56 

28 

M/19  Outside  Area 

Fruit  Lollipop 

i. 

(c)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

I  am  very  pleased  to  report  that  10 3%  inspection  of  all 
animals  slaughtered  at  the  four  private  slaughterhouses  licensed 
in  the  district  was  carried  out  by  your  .'feat  Inspectors  during 
the  year,  and  the  quality  of  the  meat  derived  from  the  animals 
killed  has  been  excellent*  I  would  reiterate  what  I  stated 
in  my  report  last  year  that  rigid  control  can  be  exercised  by 
100%  meat  inspection  whilst  the  number  of  private  slaughter¬ 
houses  licensed  in  the  district  remains  at  four,  but  if  this 
number  increases  and  as  long  as  present  legislation  permits 
butchers  to  remove  soon  after  7  a.m*  meat  slaughtered  after  7 
o* clock  the  previous  evening,  it  is  inevitable  that,  in  a  large 
rural  district  such  as  this  one,  it  will  be  a  physical 
impossibility  to  keep  up  100%  inspection*  On  the  question  of 
removal  of  meat  after  7  a*m*  one  is  tempted  to  ask  why  trade 
interests  should  over-ride  public  health  safeguards*  Surely, 
if  butchers  wish  to  slaughter,  for  their  own  convenience,  during 
the  evenings,  it  is  reasonable  that  the  msat  should  be  kept 
available  for  inspection  until  10  a. a.  instead  of  7  a.m*  thus 
giving  the  Local  Authority* s  Meat  Inspectors  the  time  to  carry 
out  their  inspections  during  normal  working  hours*  At  the 
present  time,  however,  with  only  four  private  slaughterhouses, 
the  butchers  in  this  Rural  District  do  co-operate  with  your 
Meat  Inspectors  in  this  respect,  but,  occasionally  it  does  mean 
that  some  overtime  is  necessary  by  your  Meat  Inspectors  to  keep 
up  100%  inspection,  in  order  to  ensure  that  the  meat  consumed 
by  the  ratepayers  in  the  district  is  wholesome  and  free  from 
disease. 

The  following  animals,  a  total  of  1,692  were  inspected  at 
the  four  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  Rural  District  during 


the  year  1956 


Bulls  Bullocks  Cows  Heifers  Calves  Sheep  Pigs 
“  ~  & 

Lambs 


214  9 


4  944  463 


As  a  result  of  such  inspections,  the  following  unsound 
meat  was  voluntarily  surrendered  and  destroyed 


15  Pigs1  heads,  tongues  and 


mesenteries 

I84f-  lbs.  Tuberculosis 

7  Pigs*  mesenteries 

loj  lbs.  Tuberculosis 

9  Bullocks*  heads  and  tongues 

1  Bullock *s  head,  tongue. 

339  lbs.  Tuberculosis 

lungs  and  liver 

78  lbs.  Tuberculosis 

2  Bullocks*  lungs 

26  lbs.  Tuberculosis 

1  Bullock *s  liver 

I6g-  lbs.  Tuberculosis 

1  Bullock *s  mesentery 

6  lbs.  Tuberculosis 

1  Cow*s  lungs 

1  Heifer *s  part  forequarter. 

12  lbs.  Tuberculosis 

lungs  and  liver 

119  lbs.  Tuberculosis 

1  Heifer *s  mesentery 

6  lbs.  Tuberculosis 

14  Bullocks*  livers 

209^  lbs.  Distomatosis 

Portions  of  5  Bullocks*  livers 

31  lbs.  Distomatosis 

1  Heifer *s  liver 

14  lbs.  Distomatosis 

Portions  of  3  Heifers*  livers 

25  lbs.  Distomatosis 

1  Sheep *s  liver 

3  lbs.  Distomatosis 

1  Pig*s  liver 

3  lbs.  Abscesses 

7  Bullocks*  livers 

133  lbs.  Abscesses 

2  Bullocks*  lungs 

38  lbs.  Abscesses 

1  Heifer *s  spleen 

1  lb.  Abscesses 
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1  Sheep* 1 s  liver 

3 

lbs.  Abscesses 

1  Lamb*s  liver 

3 

lbs.  Abscesses 

3  Pigs*  lungs 

6 

lbs.  Pneumonia 

1  Pig*s  lungs  and  kidneys 

3 

lbs.  Pneumonia  & 

1  LambTs  pluck 

6 

Retention  Cysts 
lbs.  Pneumonia  & 

2  Bullocks1  heads  and  tongues 

52 

Congested 

lbs.  Actinomycosis 

1  Bullock1 s  lungs 

10 

lbs.  Pleurisy 

1  Heifer 1 s  lungs 

7 

lbs.  Pleurisy 

6  Pigs1  livers 

18 

lbs.  Cirrhosis 

1  Bullock !s  liver 

14 

lbs.  Cirrhosis 

3  Pigs1  kidneys 

3 

lbs.  Nephritis 

4  Sheeps1  lungs 

7 

lbs.  Strongyli 

1  Bullock1 s  head,  tongue,  lungs, 
liver,  heart,  skirt  and  spleen 

62 

lbs.  Congestion 

1  PigTs  part  flank  &  loin 

6J  lbs.  Bruising 

1  Heifer !s  lungs  and  liver 

22 

lbs.  Echinococcus 

1  Sheep !s  liver 

3 

Cysts 

lbs.  Hydatid  Cysts 

1  pigTs  carcase  and  all  offals 

257 

lbs.  Oedema  and 

1  Calf!s  carcase  and  all  offals 

130 

General  Fever 
lbs.  General  Fever 

1  Pig!s  carcase  and  all  offals 

257 

lbs.  General  Oedema 

1  Calf!s  carcase  and  all  offals 

75 

lbs.  General  Oedema 

1  Bullock1 s  carcase  and  all  offals 

320 

lbs.  Poisoning 

1  Sheep !s  carcase  and  all  offals 

84 

lbs.  Septicaemia 

Total  weight  of  unsound  meat  voluntarily  surrendered  and 
destroyed 


1  ton.  3  cwt .  0  qr.  27  lb.  12  ozs. 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

( excluding 
Cows) 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

272 

9 

4 

944 

463 

Number  inspected 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis: 

(a)  Whole  carcases 

272 

9 

4 

944- 

i 

463 

condemned 

(b)  Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 

1 

2 

i 

2 

was  condemned 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 

40 

9 

15 

than  Tuberculosis: 

Tuberculosis  only: 

(a)  Whole  carcases 

15 . 07% 

50% 

1  •  06% 

3.67% 

condemned 

(b)  Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 

•mm 

was  condemned 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 

16 

1 

22 

with  Tuberculosis: 

5.88% 

11.11% 

— 

— 

4.75% 
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In  addition  to  the  unsound  neat  condemned  at  the  slaughter¬ 
houses,  the  following  articles  of  unsound  food  were  voluntarily 
surrendered  by  grocers  in  the  District 

Item  Cause  Weight 

12  loaves  of  Bread  Contaminated  12  lb. 


4.  HOUSING. 

Number  of  new  houses  built  by  the  Council  during  1956  -  40 

Number  of  private  houses  erected  during  1956  -  21 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  under  Improvement  Grants 

during  1956  -  57 

Number  of  families  re-housed  by  the  Council  during 

1956  -  120 

1 .  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year  1956. 

1(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 

or  Housing  Acts)  .  243 

0>)  Inspections  made  for  that  purpose  . .  * .  457 

2(a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

subhead  1  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  let,  1936  . .  . .  32 

(b)  Inspections  made  for  that  purpose  . .  . .  32 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in 

a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 

as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  . .  . .  32 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
subhead)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 

fit  for  human  habitation  aq 
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2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 
Formal  Notices, 


1.  Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 

Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  . •  . .  . .  25 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year, 

A*  Proceedings  under  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936, 

1*  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  , .  . .  1 

2,  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices s- 

(a)  By  Owners  . .  , .  • ,  , .  1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  Owners  • .  . .  . .  • •  Nil 

B,  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 

remedied  ••  .,  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  Formal 
Notices 2- 

(a)  By  Owners  .  1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  Owners . .  Nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  -Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  . .  . .  . .  . „  pg 
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2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 


pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  . »  ••  ••  ••  14 

3.  Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  .  14 


4.  Number  of  undertakings  accepted  .  — 

It  will  be  recalled  that,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  all  Local  Authorit¬ 
ies  were  charged  with  the  responsibility  of  furnishing  to  the 
Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  within  twelve  months 
of  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Act,  their  proposals  for 
dealing  with  all  the  unfit  houses  in  their  districts •  This 
Council ls  programme,  involving  action  in  respect  of  659  houses 
in  18  years  following  the  passing  of  this  Act,  with  153  houses 
to  be  dealt  with  during  the  first  five  years,  was  subsequently 
approved  by  the  Minister.  Since  our  Slum  Clearance 
programme  was  commenced,  we  have  dealt  with  40  houses  as  a 
result  of  Section  11  notices  being  served,  and  thus  we  are  well 
up  to  Schedule • 

I  am  pleased  to  record  that,  since  my  comments  in  last 
year*s  Annual  Report,  on  the  undesirability  of  accepting  too 
many  Undertakings  from  owners  not  to  re-let  houses  for  human 
habitation,  or  to  use  them  as  storage  buildings,  the  Council 
has  heeded  my  warning,  and  no  such  undertakings  have  been 
accepted.  On.  the  other  hand,  owners  of  properties  appearing 
before  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  Committee  of  the 
Council,  following  the  service  of  "Time  and  Flace!I  Notices 
under  Section  11  of  the  Act,  have  been  given  every  opportunity, 
in  suitable  cases,  of  repairing  and  improving  properties,  where 
this  could  be  done,  and  the  houses  in  question  could  be  brought 
up  to  a  first  class  standard  as  a  result  of  such  improvement 
and  repairs • 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  however,  in  view  of 
the  increase  in  Rates,  and  of  the  large  amount  of  money  which 
had  been  disbursed  by  way  of  Improvement  Grants  during  the 
previous  two  years,  the  Council  decided  to  suspend  the  making 
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of  Improvement  Grants  from  the  1st  October,  1956,  to  31st  March, 
1957*  but  it  was  anticipated  that  Improvement  Grants  would  be 
re-introduced  after  this  period,  but  perhaps  in  a  less  generous 
manner  than  heretofor. 

During  the  year  1956,  27  applications  for  Improvement 
Grants  were  approved  by  the  Council,  the  total  amount  of  Grants 
involved  being  £15,455.  5s.  6d.  The  thanks  of  the  Council 
are  due  once  again  to  the  Improvement  Grants  Committee 
comprising  Councillors  G.G.  Crowson,  E.B.  Binns  and  G.H.  Taylor, 
assisted  occasionally  by  Counciliois  F.  Key  and  E.W.  Mason,  for 
the  large  amount  of  time  and  thought  devoted  to  this  work. 

In  connection  with  the  building  of  new  houses,  the  Council 
continued  with  its  housing  programme,  and  40  new  Council  houses 
were  erected  during  the  year.  At  the  31st  December,  1956  an 
additional  20  Council  houses  were  under  construction.  In 
addition,  21  private  houses  were  erected  during  the  year,  and 
24  private  houses  were  in  course  of  erection  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 


5.  DRAINAGE . 

Since  the  new  Sewe,ge  Disposal  Schemes  for  Bill ingbo rough, 
Horbling  and  Corby  Glen  were  completed,  approximately  55%  of  the 
houses  on  the  Billingborough/Horbling  Scheme,  and  30%  of  the 
houses  on  the  Corby  Glen  Scheme  have  had  their  drainage  systems 
connected  to  the  new  sewers,  but  further  progress  continues  to 
be  very  slow,  and  in  fact  very  few  applications  are  now  being 
received  from  the  three  villages  for  house  connections. 

I  would  stress  the  urgency  of  getting  all  the  house 
drainage  systems  in  the  three  villages  concerned  connected  to 
the  new  sewers.  In  particular,  I  would  remind  the  Council  of 
the  potential  danger  to  underground  water  supplies  by  the 
continuing  discharge  of  crude  sewage  from  the  old  sewers  direct 
into  the  River  Glen,  and  I  would  urge  once  again  that  more 
stringent  action  should  be  taken  by  the  Council  in  accordance 
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with  its  powers  under  Sections  42  and  4?  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  to  ensure  that  the  houses  in  Corby  Glen  in  particular 
should  have  their  drainage  systems  connected  to  the  new  sewers 
at  the  earliest  possible  date,  in  order  to  obviate  this  potential 
danger  to  public  health.  I  fully  realise  that  the  financial 
implications  involved  are  causing  the  Council  some  concern,  but 
public  health  cannot  be  measured  in  pounds,  shillings  and  pence 
and  I  trust  that  some  way  will  be  found,  perhaps  by  way  of  long¬ 
term  loans,  whereby  the  Council  will  be  able  to  raise  the  money 
necessary  to  finance  grants  and  loans  to  property  owners  for  this 
very  necessary  work  to  be  carried  out. 

The  problem  of  finance  on  house  connections  in  a  Rural 
District  is  an  acute  one,  and  one  wonders  why  the  Central 
Government  cannot  assist  Rural  District  Councils  more  than  they 
do  in  this  direction.  It  seems  ludicrous  that  expensive 
machinery  and  plant  on  sewage  disposal  works,  and  the  considerable 
expense  of  laying  long  lengths  of  sewers,  should  be  incurred 
without  completing  the  job  by  seeing  that  the  drainage  system  of 
every  house  served  by  the  new  Systems  is  disconnected  from  the 
old  sewers  and  re-connected  to  the  new  sewers. 

During  the  year,  satisfactory  progress  continued  to  be  made 
on  the  extensive  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme  for  Baston,  Langtoft 
Market . Deeping  and.  Deeping  St.  James,  and,  by  the  end  of  the 
year,  it  was  anticipated  that  this  major  scheme  would  be 
completed  in  the  early  Spring  of  1957. 

It  was  found  necessary,  during  the  year,  to  take  off  the 
top  of  the  old  brick  culvert  running  through  the  village  of 
Tallington,  and,  with  financial  assistance  from  the  Kesteven 
County  Council,  approximately  600  yards  of  this  combined  foul 
and  surface  water  sewer  was  thoroughly  cleaned  out. 

Inspections  in  connection  with  drainage  continue  to  take 
up  a  large  amount  of  the  time  of  your  Public  Health  Officers, 
and,  it  will  be  noted  from  the  statistics  at  the  beginning  of 

,Sle?tr^that  visits  were  made  in  connection  therewith, 

an  t  at  173  tests  of  new  drainage  systems  were  also  carried  out. 
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In  addition,  much  time  was  spent  by  your  Officers  in 
inspecting  and  supervising  the  roding  and  cleansing  of  nearly 
40  miles  of  parish  watercourses. 

Improvement  Schemes  on  parish  watercourses  were  carried  out 
in  three  villages  during  the  year,  amounting  in  length  to  74 
chains  of  parish  dykes  cleansed  at  a  total  cost  of  £208.  10s.  Od. 
and  annual  roding  of  other  parish  watercourses  was  carried  out 
in  ten  parishes. 


6.  CLEANSING  SERVICES. 

(a)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  household  refuse  collection  service  continues  to 
provide  a  welcome  service  to  the  ratepayers,  and  every  vill  .age 
jn  the  District  is  visited  by  the  Council fs  Refuse  Freighter 
once  per  fortnight.  Refuse  is  collected  from  containers 
j laced  at  the  kerb-side  by  householders,  and  is  disposed  of  by 
tipping  at  refuse  tips  situated  at  Billingborough,  Corby  Glen, 
Swinstead  and  Deeping  St.  James.  It  is  estimated  that  over 
2,000  tons  of  household  refuse  are  collected  and  disposed  of 
annually  by  the  Council fs  Refuse  Freighter  manned  by  two  men, 
with  occasional  additional  assistance.  Great  credit  is  due 
to  the  employees  concerned  for  the  way  in  which  they  carry  out 
this  work,  which  increases  inevitably  each  yeax  by  reason  of  new 
houses  being  erected. 

With  regard  to  the  collection  of  refuse,  it  is  hoped  that, 
eventually,  a  more  frequent  service  than  fortnightly  collection 
will  be  given,  but  consideration  of  this  improvement  in  the 
service  has  had  to  be  deferred  for  the  time  being  on  account  of 
the  Council* s  heavy  commitments  in  other  directions. 

The  Council  continued  to  collect  waste  paper  and  5  tons  16 
cwts  of  Mixed  Waste  were  sold  for  £37.  17s.  Od.  during  the 
year  1956.  I  hope  that  waste  paper  will  continue  to  be 
collected  separately,  even  if  a  slight  loss  is  incurred  in 
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salvage  sales.  It  is  far  better  to  collect  this  material 
separately  than  to  collect  it  with  the  household  refuse  with  a 
consequent  increase  in  the  untidiness  of  the  Refuse  Tips. 


(b)  Pail  Emptying  Scheme. 

The  Council  continues  to  give  a  free  weekly  emptying  of 
sanitary  pails  from  dwelling-houses  in  the  Rural  District,  and 
this  work  is  carried  out  by  two  BOO  gallons  capacity  Cesspool 
Emptying  vehicles  provided  with  pail  hopper  attachments,  each 
vehicle  being  manned  by  a  team  of  three  men  comprising  a 
Driver/Loader  and  two  Loaders.  Approximately  2,000  pails  are 
emptied  weekly  and  both  vehicles  are  engaged  practically  full¬ 
time  on  this  work.  The  night soil  thus  collected  is  disposed 
of  by  composting  by  arrangement  with  certain  farmers  in  the 
District,  or  by  spreading  over  agricultural  land.  Complaints 
from  householders  in  respect  of  this  work  are  surprisingly  few, 
and  the  Council* s  employees  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the  way 
they  carry  out  what  is  obviously  an  objectionable  job  of  work. 


In  addition  to  the  weekly  pail  emptying  service,  privy 
vaults,  cesspools,  septic  tanks  etc.,  at  dwelling-houses  and 
other  premises  are  emptied  upon  request  in  a  much  more 
satisfactory  and  hygienic  manner  than  can  be  done  by  hand 
labour.  A  fixed  charge  is  made  to  householders  desiring  this 
service.  Details  of  such  work  carried  out  during  the  year 
are  as  follows  s- 


Emptying  of  Vaults.  Cesspools,  Septic  Tanks  etc. 


Number  of 

(a)  Septic  tanks  emptied 
0>)  Cesspools  emptied 

(c)  Single  vaults  emptied 

(d)  Double  vaults  emptied 


o  o  •  • 

♦  o  #  • 

©  c  •  t 

•  O  ♦  # 


10 

324 

67 

12 


Total  413 
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This  branch  of  the  work  resulted  in  an  income  of  £560. 

9s.  Od.  to  the  Council  during  the  year,  as  compared  with  an 
income  of  £531.  IBs.  6d.  for  the  previous  year. 

Eventually  it  is  hoped  that,  following  the  conversion  of 
earth  closets,  pail  closets,  etc.,  to  water  closets  in  those 
villages  where  new  Sewerage  Schemes  have  been  provided,  there 
will  be  a  greatly  reduced  number  of  pails  to  empty  and  that  the 
Council  will  be  in  a  position  to  extend  the  free  service  to 
householders  for  the  periodical  emptying  of  privy  vaults, 
cesspools  and  septic  tanks  in  the  other  villages. 

7.  WA TER  SUPPLIES. 

There  are  three  main  supplies  of  water  to  the  villages  in 
the  Rural  District  and  these  are  as  follows 

(a)  The  villages  of  Baston,  Langtoft,  Market  Deeping, 
Wilsthorpe,  Braceborough,  Greatford,  Barholm, 

Tallington  and  West  Deeping  are  supplied  by  the 
Peterborough  Corporation • 

(b)  The  villages  and  hamlets  of  Horbling,  Bridge  End, 
Billingborough,  Birthorpe,  Folkinghan,  Laughton, 
Aslackby,  Pointon,  Millthorpe,  Little  Dowsby, 

Graby,  Kirkby  Underwood  and  Stainfield  are  supplied 
from  the  Council1 s  own  bore  at  Billingborough. 

(c)  The  villages  and  hamlets  of  Dowsby,  Dunsby,  Hacconby, 
Morton,  Pdppingale,  Thurlby,  Toft,  Lound,  Manthorpe, 
Witham-on-the-Hill,  Carlby,  Careby,  Little  Bythan, 

Greet on,  Counthorpe,  Castle  By than,  Swayfield, 

Swinstead,  Imham,  Hawthorpe,  Bulby,  Edenham  and 
Corby  Glen  are  supplied  by  the  Spalding  Urban  District 
Council  from  the  bore  at  Bourne  through  the  Lcund 
Pumping  Station. 


Uffington  is  supplied  by  the  Stanford  Corporation  and 
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Deeping  St*  James  has  its  own  bore. 


Every  parish  in  the  Rural  District  has  a  piped  supply  of 
mains  water  and,  apart  from  a  few  hamlets  and  small  groups  of 
houses  in  the  Fens,  it  is  now  possible  for  over  92 %  of  the 
houses  in  the  a,rea  to  be  supplied  with  piped  water.  This  is 
of  particular  help  to  your  Public  Health  Officers  when  samples 
of  water  taken  from  private  bores,  wells  etc.,  are  found  to  be 
polluted,  as  the  use  of  these  can  now  be  discontinued  and  the 
houses  in  question  provided  with  a  pure  and  sufficient  supply 
of  water  for  all  purposes  from  the  Council’s  mains. 


Fifty-one  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  year  from 
the  Council’s  installations  and  from  private  bores,  wells  etc. 
Details  of  the  results  found  upon  analysis  are  as  follows:- 


Water  Samples 


(a)  From  Council’s  Installations  • •  . .  10. 

(i)  Number  found  to  be  satisfactory  ..  10. 

(ii)  Number  found  to  be  polluted 


(b)  From  Private  Bores,  Wells  etc.  ..  ••  41* 

(i)  Number  found  to  be  satisfactory  19* 

(ii)  Number  found  to  be  polluted  ..  22. 


It  will  be  noted  that  all  the  samples  taken  from  the 
Council’s  supplies  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  In  the 
case  of  samples  found  to  be  polluted  from  private  supplies,  the 
occupiers  of  the  houses  concerned  were  advised  to  boil  all  such 
water  used  for  drinking  purposes.  Action  was  also  taken  to 
see  that  the  owners  of  the  properties  concerned  should  provide 
a  piped  supply  of  water  from  the  Council’s  mains,  if  these  were 
within  reasonable  distance. 


As  in  previous  years,  regular  sampling  was  carried  out  at 
the  watercress  beds  in  the  District,  and,  during  the  year  six 

41 


samples  were  taken  and  submitted  for  analysis,  all  of  which  were 
reported  to  be  satisfactory. 


Details  of  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  supplied  from 
public  water  mains  (a)  direct  to  houses  and  (b)  by  means  of 
standpipes  are  as  follows 

Direct  Stanc 
Pip< 


Aslackby  &  Laughton  .  69  4 

Barhoim  8c  Stowe  . .  . .  34 

Baston  . .  ..  . .  125  - 

Billingborough . 346 

Braceborough  &  Wilsthorpe  . .  . »  . .  . .  . .  35  10 

Bytham,  Castle  .  141  11 

Bytham,  Little  .  . .  . .  . .  e .  89  1 

Careby,  Aunby  8c  Holywell  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  *  25  - 

Carlby  35 

Corby  . .  . .  . .  . .  215 

Counthorpe  8c  Creeton .  49  - 

Deeping  St.  James  . .  . .  ..  • .  ..  ..  510  - 

Deeping,  Market  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  454 

Deeping,  West  . .  . .  .  78 

Dowsby  . .  . .  .  . .  #  #  55  - 

Dunsby  40 

Edenham  .  . .  79 

Folkingham  . .  .  „  * .  .  I48  - 

Greatf  ord  . .  . .  37  _ 

Hacconby  68 

Horbling  .  118 

Irnham  22  - 

Kirkby  Underwood  . .  . .  . .  49  _ 

Langtoft  .  117 

Morton  281 

Point  on  8c  Sempringham  . .  . .  119  _ 

Rippingale  174 

Sv/ayf  ield  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  57  _ 

Swinstead  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  # .  . .  . .  89  _ 
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c  • 


Tallington 

Thurlby 

Toft,  bound  &  Manthorpe 
Uff ington 

Withan— on-the— Hill 


•  • 

*  • 


e  * 


66 

2d 

40 

B5 

45 


Totals  4075  26 


8.  RODENT  CONTROL. 

It  is  gratifying,  once  again,  to  report  that  the  work  of 
Rodent  Destruction  has  proceeded  smoothly  during  the  year, 
largely  due  to  the  excellent  and  efficient  manner  in  which  your 
Rodent  Operator  (Mr.  F.H.  Batchelor)  carries  out  his  duties. 

In  addition,  regular  surveying  of  lands  and  premises  throughout 
the  District  was  done  by  the  Rodent  Operator  in  order  to 
ascertain  sources  of  infestation,  in  accordance  with  the 
Council !s  obligations  under  Section  2  (a)  of  the  Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949.  In  addition  to  providing  a  free 
service  for  Rodent  Disinfestation  work  at  private  dwelling- 
houses  in  the  district,  the  Rodent  Operator  is  available  to 
carry  out  similar  work  at  business  premises  and  farms,  at  a 
standard  charge  of  10/-  per  hour,  with  10/-  minimum,  which  sum 
includes  his  time,  materials  and  travelling  expenses. 

Regular  visits  were  made  by  the  Rodent  Operator  to  all  the 
Council’s  properties  during  the  year,  including  refuse  tips, 
which  have  been  treated  regularly  and  systematically,  and  to 
the  many  sewer  dykes  and  parish  watercourses.  In  addition, 

2 85  private  dwelling-houses  were  treated  as  also  were  38 
business  premises.  In  consequence  of  all  these  operations, 
1,044  inspections  were  carried  out. 

9 .  PETROLEUM  ACTS. 

During  the  year  114  visits  were  made  to  premises  where 
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petroleum  spirit  is  stored  and  96  licences  were  issued  by  the 
Department  after  storage  conditions  had  been  found  to  be 
satisfactory,  and  when  the  usual  safety  precautions  in  regard  to 
fire  had  been  complied  with,  by  the  provision  of  a  fire 
extinguisher  and  a  quantity  of  sand  near  to  each  storage  tank. 


10.  IMPROVEMENT  GRAM'S. 


(a)  Number  of  applications  received  during 

the  year  ..  ..  32. 

(b)  Number  approved  . .  . •  • •  • •  • •  • •  27 • 

(c)  Number  rejected  • »  ••  ••  ••  ••  •• 

(d)  Number  still  under  consideration  at  the 

end  of  the  year  •  •  •  •  1  ♦ 


(e)  Number  of  applications  withdrawn  . «  ••  ••  — — 

(f)  Total  cash  value  of  Grants  given  during 

the  year  -  £15,455 •  5s.  6d. 


11.  BUILDING  INSPECTIONS. 

During  the  year,  the  Council’s  Plans  Committee  dealt  with 
an  average  of  12  plans  per  month  and  your  Officers  have  carried 
out  838  inspections  of  building  works  in  progress,  as  compared 
with  774  fo r  the  previous  year.  In  addition,  173  drain  tests 
were  carried  out. 


12.  STAFF. 

The  work  of  the  Department  continues  to  increase,  and  it  is 
only  those  who  are  actively  engaged  on  environmental  health  work 
who  can  fully  appreciate  the  vast  amount  of  work  carried  out,  anc 
its  value  to  the  community  in  general.  Other  Officers  can 
point  to  new  houses,  new  buildings  and  the  like,  as  a  result  of 
their  labours,  but  the  only  reward  the  Public  Health  Officer  has 
is  the  inward  satisfaction  that  his  work  has  helped  in  some  way 
to  reduce  squalor,  and  to  improve  the  health  and  living 
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conditions  of  the  people  which  he  serves. 

Once  again ,  I  wish  to  express  my  personal  appreciation  of 
the  help  and  assistance  I  have  received  from  Messrs.  J.G. 
Clements  and  B.F.  Larkinson,  in  carrying  out  the  technical  work 
of  the  Department.  I  would  also  like  to  pay  tribute  to  the 
Misses  C.  Gilbert  and  K.  Taylor  for  the  excellent  manner  in 
which  they  have  assisted  me  in  the  administrative  work  of  the 
Department  which  continues  to  increase  as  each  year  goes  by* 

I  am  also  grateful  to  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Dr.  H. 
Ellis  Smith)  whose  ever-ready  co-operation  and  advice  helps  to 
make  Public  Health  work  worthwhile. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

WALTER  A.  CHIVERS. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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